EPA’s $trillion Dollar Health Care Tax

By Orrie Swayze, AFI Board Member
 

Half of our $2.3 trillion dollar national health care bill is linked to EPA’s decision to disregard the clean air act and deregulate gasoline sourced carcinogens/mutagens.  Compared to other industrialized nations the US does little to limit gasoline’s toxic emissions through gasoline user taxes, mass transit, and effective regulation:  little wonder US infant mortality rate is twice that of other industrialized nations even though we spend  twenty percent of our GDP for health care compared to other industrialized nation’s ten percent of GDP.    EPA’s deregulation of gasoline emissions equates to a regressive $trillion dollar health care tax on Americans.

 Our EPA concludes gasoline emissions cause ninety percent of the toxic air pollution Americans live in and a majority of Americans daily breathe from this toxic gasoline plume. The 1990 clean air act requires EPA to limit gasoline’s benzene and other aromatic hydrocarbon emissions which are also the primary toxic components of cigarette smoke.  Yet EPA does not enforce these limitations for mobile sourced gasoline emissions because “it would cost too much” to move to higher octane safer fuels. Oil interests again buying the regulatory process?  These same emissions are aggressively regulated only when they come from stationary sources like coal plants. Why?   

 EPA’s unconscionable deregulation of gasoline’s benzene and other toxic aromatic hydrocarbons preys especially on the genetic structures of the egg, sperm, fetus and results in an unconscionable maiming of our children.  US world ranking for infant mortality- also indicative of our soaring birth defect rate- has increased from 12th in 1960, 20th in 1990, and 43rd today.    One in ten American children has a birth defect surface by age five and our infant mortality rate is at least double that of European nations.  International researcher’s consensus is that children living near traffic areas are far more likely to die of cancer, have higher blood benzene levels, suffer physical birth defects, suffer mental birth defects including autism and retardation, suffer respiratory illnesses,  and be born prematurely.   Children’s health is a marker indicating the health of the population in general.   Obviously our most devastating oil disaster is not in the Gulf of Mexico. 

As compared to a carbon tax the Lugar/Harkin SB 1627 ‘Choice Act’ is our best tool to significantly reduce our costly $trillion dollar toxic gasoline plume nearly identical to second hand cigarette smoke.   SB 1627 also reduces carbon emissions by creating incentives for wind, conservation technologies, alternative fuels, and importantly a blender pump distribution system giving all consumers choices to select safer higher octane ethanol blends.   Ethanol simply does not contain or produce gasoline’s known human carcinogens/ mutagens including dioxins, benzene, and other toxic aromatic hydrocarbons.

Finally, hats off to thousands of pioneering standard auto owners who every day disregard fictitious threats from big oil, big auto, and EPA to choose E30. They successfully utilize E30’s lower volatility, higher octane, and more complete combustion to reduce gasoline’s toxic evaporative and tailpipe emissions by half.  Besides significantly reducing gasoline’s toxics they consistently report excellent engine performance, better or comparable mpg, more power, excellent drivability, and zero mechanical failures.  

FYI
1.         Gasoline emissions source 90% of US air pollution’s health risks   http://www.maine.gov/dep/air/lev4me/effects.htm
2.       . Health care statistics for United States

http://www.healthpaconline.net/health-care-statistics-in-the-united-states.htm
3.          Air inside autos during traffic is strikingly similar to cigarette smoke http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7689578
4.       By age five one in ten children has a serious birth defect surface http://www.hmc.psu.edu/childrens/healthinfo/b/birthdefects.htm
5.       Best way to study traffic pollution levels is monitor infant mortality along roads 
http://www.physorg.com/news177698504.html
6.             6 of 10 Americans breathe unhealthy air today http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/04/29/most-americans-breathe-un_n_192704.html
7.       EPA gives pass to benzene/aromatics in gasoline emissions: Boyden gray memo
http://www.trolp.org/main_pgs/issues/v10n1/Gray.pdf
8.       International research: traffic pollution causes birth defects, cancers, respiratory illnesses and children’s blood benzene level
        http://www.sdearthtimes.com/et0603/et0603s21.html
9.   Cigarette smoke-identical to gasoline emissions- causes spontaneous abortions numerous mental and physical birth defects http://www.tobaccofreekids.org/research/factsheets/pdf/0007.pdf 
